
From: Caudill, Motria
To: Whipple, Wayne; McGrath, Jesse; Oliver, Karen
Subject: RE: Checking in (BP Whiting VOCs)
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2014 1:55:00 PM

The technology verification test we did for metals (Xact continuous vs. filter-based EPA method) had
 a target of 30 paired samples. We did one month of daily sampling.  The specific metals that were
 frequently below MDLs posed a problem, but we did well with lead, manganese, and others.  
 
In this VOC study, I’m confident that Karen and Wayne’s results will have benzene and lots of other
 good stuff above MDLs most of the time. The refinery’s auto-GCs are our weakest link because they
 only report 4 compounds and have higher MDLs.
 

From: Whipple, Wayne 
Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2014 8:56 AM
To: McGrath, Jesse; Caudill, Motria; Oliver, Karen
Cc: McEvoy, Chad
Subject: RE: Checking in (BP Whiting VOCs)
 
It might be best to ask a sadistical person, but at least 3 each is my guess.
 

 

From: McGrath, Jesse 
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 5:01 PM
To: Whipple, Wayne; Caudill, Motria; Oliver, Karen
Cc: McEvoy, Chad
Subject: RE: Checking in (BP Whiting VOCs)
 
Any ideas on the number of comparisons we’d need to do that?
Can we use the results of the first batch to gauge  that?
 
From: Whipple, Wayne
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 1:33 PM
To: Caudill, Motria; Oliver, Karen
Cc: McGrath, Jesse; McEvoy, Chad
Subject: RE: Checking in (BP Whiting VOCs)
 
I am very happy to hear this has an end in sight, but I can’t help but think if we could get a couple
 of weeks in the dead of winter, spring and then a nice hot summer we would have some seasonal
 comparisons. I am thinking that these flow regulators may be difficult to maintain, as maybe the
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 equilibrium of the tubes.
 
 
 
 
 
From: Caudill, Motria
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 12:58 PM
To: Oliver, Karen; Whipple, Wayne
Cc: McGrath, Jesse; McEvoy, Chad
Subject: RE: Checking in (BP Whiting VOCs)
 
Yes, I think the 20th will be the last shipment. Assuming that all of our samples will be collected
 (and valid) there will be a total of 30 tubes for comparison with auto-GC. At least two of the
 canisters will be flagged or invalidated (due to regulator issues), so the total should be between
 23-28 full sets of 3 methods. That’s not bad, eh?
 
I’ll send back the spare data logger this week. Thanks!
 
From: Oliver, Karen
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 10:06 AM
To: Caudill, Motria
Subject: Checking in
 
Hi Motria,
 
I have a couple of questions for you:
 
1.  Do you expect that the shipment that we send out to you on Monday, October 20th, will be the
 last one since if you deploy on Thursday the 23rd you would be retrieving on Thursday the 30th? 
 We are just curious as we are planning our schedule and we can certainly run longer if you would
 like to do so.
 
2.  Could your folks send back the spare data logger that was not returned this week when you ship
 tomorrow? 
 
Thanks!
 
Karen
 
___________________________________
Karen D. Oliver
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Research Triangle Park, NC  27711
Phone:  (919) 541-2337
Fax:  (919) 541-0960
E-Mail:  oliver.karen@epa.gov
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